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the eunuchs and other officials. Then he asked the Lady of
the Vase about his baby. "And how do you feel/' he said,
"after taking Doctor JSn's medicine? Was it any good?
Though iny body went to the Eastern Capita}, my heart was
always here with you."
"The baby is well and I am better than I was/' the Lady
of the Vase assured him.
The Moon Lady saw that all the luggage was brought in
and the presents that Hsi-men Ch'ing had been given. She
gave orders for a meal to be made ready for her husband.
That night the ladies gave a feast to celebrate his return.
He went to the Moon Lady's room to sleep, and it seemed to
them like a refreshing rain after a long period of drought,
or the meeting of old friends in a strange land. They took
extreme delight in one another.
The next day, Ch'£n Ching-chi and his wife came to pay
their respects to Hsi-mSn Ch'ing and discussed business
matters. Ying Po-chueh and Ch'ang Chih-chieh heard that
Hsi-mSn had returned and they came to call. Hsi-men greeted
them. "So long a journey must have been very try ing," they
said. Hsi-mSn told, them about the beauty and greatness of
the Eastern Capital and how the Imperial Tutor had accepted
him as a ward. They congratulated him. Hsi-mSn asked them
to stay and have some wine.
When Cli'ang Chih-chieh was about to leave he said to his
host: "There is something I should like to ask you, but I
don't know whether I should or not." He bent his head and
seemed embarrassed.
"Please tell me what it is," Hsi-mSn said.
"Well," Ch'ang Chih-chieh said, "my house is not so con-
venient as it might be. I should like to find another but I
have no money. Perhaps you will lend me some and let me
pay you back with interest."
"Why talk about interest?" Hsi-m&i Ch'ing said. "We
are too good friends for that. But, at the moment, I simply
haven't any ready money. You must wait till Han comes back
and I will certainly do what you wish," Ying Po-chueh and
Ch'ang Chih-chieh thanked him and went away.
.Master Miao had promised to give two singing-boys to
Hsi-mfen Ch'ing. But Hsi-mgn Ch'ing had been so anxious

